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The Partnership 
 

The Community Safety Partnership  
The Community Safety Partnership (CSP) is made up of five responsible authorities. 

• Bedfordshire Police  
• Central Bedfordshire Council  
• Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Service  
• Offender Management Services1 
• Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group  

 

Our Aim 
Safer Central aims to reduce crime, disorder, anti-social behaviour (ASB) and other behaviour 
affecting the local community, as well as reducing the misuse of drugs, alcohol and other 
substances, reducing the fear of crime and increasing public confidence. 

Partnership Strategy  
Each CSP is required to produce a strategy which builds on the Partnership Strategic Assessment2, it 
sets out the crime and disorder in the local area and identifies the priorities which the CSP will 
focus its efforts into addressing.  This strategy covers the period between April 2021 to March 2024 
and sets out the expectations of the CSP, what we will deliver and how we will work with partners 
and the community.  

This Partnership Strategy will help to develop and plan our activities and projects to meet the needs 
of our residents.   It is about providing an intelligence led approach to community safety, ensuring 
that we get the right resources in the right place at the right time, to sustain reductions in crime 
and disorder 

Our Vision  
Community safety is an area of concern for all communities.  It is consistently a high public priority 
and one that can affect the quality of life for individuals and entire communities.    

Partnership approaches to tackling crime and disorder are largely built on the principle that no 
single agency can deal with, or be responsible for dealing with, complex community safety and 
crime problems.   This is why we work as ‘Safer Central’, a partnership that tackles issues together, 
for sustainable improvements and better outcomes for the community.  

 
 

1 Offender Management Services include the National Probation Service and BeNCH CRC 
2 The Partnership Strategic Assessment is an annual statutory requirement of every CSP.  Using partnership data, 
information and intelligence, risks and vulnerabilities are highlighted, priority areas identified, and recommendations 
made.  
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Central Bedfordshire Overview 
 

Demography  
Central Bedfordshire is a mainly rural location in the East of England 
and is a desirable place to live and work.  It covers 716 square 
kilometres and is the 11th largest unitary3 local authority in England 
and the 15th largest by population size.  The most recent population 
estimates indicate that there are approximately 280,0004 people 
living in Central Bedfordshire.  The population is forecast to increase 
to approximately 295,800 by 2021 and 309,200 by 2025. 

 

51% of Central Bedfordshire’s population is female, with 
20% of households being ‘pensioner households’, which is 
in line with the national average of 21%. There is a slightly 
higher proportion of married households when compared 
to the national average and a slightly lower percentage of 
lone parents. 

Overall, levels of deprivation in Central Bedfordshire are low with many areas in the least deprived 
areas in England.   Out of a total of 157, three lower super output areas (LSOA)5 are in the most 
deprived 10-20% in England and a further ten are in the most deprived 20-30%.   

 

The majority of Central Bedfordshire’s population are ‘White 
British’, with a slightly higher proportion of ‘White Gypsy’ 
and ‘White Irish’ than the rest of England. Central 
Bedfordshire has a much lower black and minority ethnic 
(BME) population than the rest of England, and also a lower 

number of residents who were born outside the UK, 8% compared to an average of 14% across 
England. 
 
62% of Central Bedfordshire’s population are of 
working age, and just 1% of the population are 
unemployed and claiming unemployment 
benefits, with this including Covid-19 figures. 
Central Bedfordshire’s highest employment 
sector is retail at 17%, followed by education at 
10% 
 
 

 
3 A type of local authority that has a single tier and is responsible for all local government functions within its area 
4 Office of National Statistics Mid-Year Estimates 2017 
5 Lower super output area – a geographic area used by the Office of National Statistics for the purpose of reporting 
small area statistics.  Each LSOA will have a population of around 1,600 
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Crime & Anti-social Behaviour (ASB) 
Overall crime has seen a slight decrease over the last 
three years, with serious acquisitive crime falling by 
34%6, this is really positive news as in our last strategy we 
reported a 30% increase in the previous three years.  

Violence Against the Person offences have increased by 
31% over the last three years, this increase is in line with levels seen nationally, and it should be 
noted that the Covid-19 pandemic has also had an impact, with us seeing locally, an increase in the 
severity of domestic abuse cases recorded.  

Central Bedfordshire continues to suffer with seasonal crime patterns, such as increases in 
domestic burglaries during the winter months and ASB in the summer months.  

We also know that there are still crimes that remain considerably under-reported and are not 
identified as a concern to our residents, albeit we know they are happening and have a significant 
impact on those involved. These hidden crimes include domestic abuse, sexual abuse and modern 
slavery. 

 

ASB had shown a decrease over the last three years, 
however, in 2020 there has been a rapid increase 
since the start of the pandemic, particularly in respect 
of noise nuisance. During lockdown complaints 
regarding noise nuisance and neighbour nuisance 
increased significantly. 

 

Vehicle crime and burglary dwelling are both slightly higher than the national average with 10 in 
every 1000 people in Central Bedfordshire being a victim of vehicle crime, compared to 8 in 1000 
people in England. 21 in every 1000 homes have been 
subject of a burglary compared to an England average of 
17 in every 1000. Robbery levels are lower, with only 1 
in every 1000 people having been a victim in Central 
Bedfordshire compared to an average of 2 in every 1000 
in England. 

 

What we will do in 2021-2024 

• We will continue to work in Partnership to tackle crime & anti-social behaviour  
• We will continue to work together to tackle re-offending  
• We will continue to promote crime prevention advice  
• We will prioritise tackling drug use and drug dealing; a key driver for many forms of 

crime  

 
6 Serious Acquisitive Crime includes dwelling burglary, personal robbery and vehicle crime  
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Covid 19 Pandemic 
 

On 31st December 2019 the World Health Organisation (WHO) was 
informed of a cluster of cases or pneumonia of unknown cause 
detected in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China. WHO declared the 
outbreak a Public Health Emergency of International Concern on 

30th January 2020, and a Global Pandemic on 11th March 2020.  

Covid-19 is thought to have reached the United Kingdom in late January 2020, with every area 
affected. The country endured a three-month long lockdown from 23rd March 2020, to attempt to 
try and get the virus under control. At the time of writing (November 2020), the Government has 
implemented a new area based three-tier system which gave areas differing restrictions dependent 
on levels of cases locally.  

Covid-19 has without doubt had an impact on the UK and its residents and is likely to for some 
time.  Local and national lockdowns and restrictions impact the local economy, businesses and 
health services, all which can have a detrimental impact on people’s well-being. Isolation, financial 
issues, job losses and potentially the loss of their home are all factors which will require additional 
support and funding7.  

The pandemic has had and will continue to have an impact on the economy and on our residents. 
Since 25th March 2020, one in four people have been furloughed, with the accommodation, food 
services, arts, entertainment and recreation sectors having the highest proportion of furloughed 
workers, approximately 80% of those working in those industries. Nationally unemployment rates 
are on the rise, with those aged 16-24 years being hardest hit.  The start of the pandemic saw a big 
increase in the number of people claiming out-of-work benefits, bigger than the rise in the number 
of people counted as unemployed. This is because many people continue to be employed but have 
significantly reduced hours, impacting their earnings. Official figures show that on 12th August 2020, 
the UK entered a recession, the first since 2009.  

Nationally and locally the pandemic has had an impact on crime and community safety issues. 
Nationally there has been a 20% increase in reports of domestic abuse during lockdown. Although 
locally we did not see a similar rise, after lockdown Central Bedfordshire Council saw an increase in 
referrals to Children’s Services where domestic abuse was a factor and our local support services 
saw an increase in requests for support. Although we did not see an increase locally, we did see an 
increase in the complexity and levels of violence in our domestic abuse cases. 

Locally, especially during the first lockdown we saw a significant increase in reports of ASB. 
Complaints to Central Bedfordshire Council regarding noise nuisance more than doubled as did 
reports of smoke nuisance from fires. This increase is likely to be due to the increased amount of 
people spending a significant amount of their day at home. 

 

 

 
7 Central Bedfordshire Councils Local Outbreak Control Plan - 
https://centralbedfordshire.app.box.com/s/fgvn65vjnhmjn8ymm59a2v781m62z3yt 
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Achievement Against our Priorities 2019-2021 
 
Between 2019-2021 our priorities were: 
 

• Priority one – Ending Exploitation  
• Priority two – Dealing with Domestic Abuse  
• Knowledge gap – Drugs and Alcohol  

 
Priority One – Ending Exploitation 

What we achieved  

• A new robust multi-agency approach to ‘Cuckooing’8 has been implemented. This 
ensures early identification of the issue which enables early intervention and providing 
support to some of our most vulnerable residents. 

• Delivered a Pan Bedfordshire ‘cuckooing’ communication campaign, aimed at raising 
awareness of this issue with our residents. During the campaign we saw a 41% increase 
in residents reporting concerns. 

• We continue to work with partners across Bedfordshire to implement a Pan 
Bedfordshire ‘cuckooing’ procedure. 

• Delivered two conferences aimed at front line professionals to raise awareness of county 
lines9 and cuckooing – approximately 250 professionals attended. 

• Since our last strategy our focus on gangs has increased. Partners have continued to 
work together to proactively tackle this ongoing issue.  

• Throughout the two years regular training has been delivered to professionals, raising 
the awareness of exploitation, how to report and support services available. This has 
resulted in a significant increase in information being shared.  

• Increased information sharing has led to the increase in young and vulnerable people 
being identified and subsequently safeguarded. 

• A number of child sexual exploitation related communications have run, including the 
#ithappenstoboystoo campaign, which used male role models and professionals to 
highlight that boys and young men can also be victims. This campaign received Central 
Government attention and was also mentioned by the Home Office. 

• Bedfordshire was the first county to launch the Home Office’s Child Exploitation toolkit – 
this gives practitioners the guidance they need to disrupt perpetrators and safeguard 
children from being exploited.  

• In 2019 the Police and Crime Commissioner was awarded funding and set up 
Bedfordshire’s Violence and Exploitation Reduction Unit. The VERU brings together 
partners to tackle and prevent serious violence and understand the drivers of violence 
and exploitation and how it can be prevented – www.bedsveru.org. 

 
8 Cuckooing – where criminals take over the home of a vulnerable person in order to carry out criminal activity, usually 
drug dealing. 
9 County Lines – where a mobile phone ‘line’ is taken from an urban area and used in a new area as a drug deal line – 
e.g a gang in London taking a phone into a town in Central Bedfordshire. 
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• The VERU has produced a Strategic Needs Assessment and a subsequent action plan.  It 
has a Youth Intervention Specialist (YIS) Team, who provide specialist support and advice 
to those directly involved, those who have concerns about a family member or friend or 
those who work in this area. 

• CBC was awarded a grant through the Supporting Families Against Youth Crime Fund, 
which was used to deliver early intervention services designed to prevent the criminal 
exploitation of young people.   

• 38 knife crime sessions were delivered at schools to over 5000 children, 90 children 
engaged in group work and 30 young people received individual mentoring. 

• 2000 parents received a presentation on ‘Understanding Teenagers’, 53 parents 
attended a parenting course and over 200 staff were trained. 

• CBCs Community Safety Team commissioned a three-year support service. The 
Supported Pathway Service, delivered by YouTurn Futures, provides bespoke support to 
young people aged 16-25 who are involved or on the periphery of gangs and/or youth 
violence. 

Priority Two – Dealing with Domestic Abuse  

What we achieved  

• CBCs Domestic Abuse Team launched the DA Responder Scheme in 2019. The scheme 
aims for ‘responders’ to be advocates for domestic abuse issues within their service area. 
At the time of writing there are almost 100 responders. 

• CBC launched domestic abuse guidance for all staff and managers. This guidance has led 
to several disclosures and enabled those staff to be supported. 

• Between September 2019 to March 2020, Victim Support have been trialing access to a 
Court Independent Domestic Violence Advisor (IDVA) at Luton Magistrates Court who 
offers support to victims and witnesses of domestic abuse.  

• Over the two-year period, three Domestic Homicide Reviews10 have been commissioned. 
One has subsequently been published, one closed as the offender was found not guilty 
of murder and/or manslaughter and one is ongoing. 

• Bedfordshire’s three Local Authorities have adopted a standardised set of Multi Agency 
Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) 11procedures and protocols.  

• A joint approach took place for the national 16 Days of Action campaign, which included 
events, forums and consistent social media posts  

• Training and awareness raising is offered through the Bedfordshire Learning Academy 
which is available across Central Bedfordshire  

• Eight students from Central Bedfordshire College have worked on a project producing 
media on the topic of consent, including creating media products for partners and the 
public. 
 

 
 

10 A Domestic Homicide Review is a multi-agency review into the death of a person aged 16 or above, which is believed 
to be due to violence or abuse by someone who is in their family, or were/had been in an intimate relationship. 
11 The MARAC is a monthly risk management meeting where professionals share information on high risk cases of 
domestic violence and abuse and put in place a risk management plan 
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Knowledge Gap – Drugs and Alcohol   

Update   

 
In the last two years Bedfordshire Police, along with support from partners produced a Drug 
Market profile which aimed to provide an accurate and clear understanding of local demand 
and dependency levels. This report told us: 
 
The value of illicit drugs and competitive supply markets are a key contributor to violence, with 
highly addictive substances such as heroin and crack cocaine the principal commodities for 
County Lines.  
 
The standout finding in this profile are the estimated 34,000 drug users in Bedfordshire each 
with differing levels of use. This represents 9% of the population of the county aged between 16 
and 59 years. The annual amount spent by users on Cocaine in Bedfordshire is estimated at 
anywhere between £1.6 and £53.8 million, with the amount spent on cannabis estimated at £59 
million.  
 
Vulnerable drug users are subject to incidents of financial and sexual exploitation, as well as 
cuckooing. The report also found a strong link between mental health conditions and drugs 
misuse across users in Bedfordshire, with alcohol dependence and adolescent use also key 
factors. 
 
Our drug markets are not static, they evolve in response to the economics of supply and demand 
with notable emerging trends including increasingly younger children becoming involved in drug 
dealing, and a surge in drugs related gang violence in Bedfordshire.  
 
This profile provided a number of recommendations for Bedfordshire, which now sit with the 
Pan Bedfordshire Drug and Alcohol Board.  The CSP will work alongside this board to ensure the 
delivery of these recommendations.  
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Resident Engagement  
Safer Central  
In late 2017 a full review of the CSP was completed, this review identified, from both partners and 
residents’ feedback, that work was needed to increase our resident’s awareness of the CSP.  In 
March 2018 it was agreed by the CSP Executive Group that the CSP would be branded as ‘Safer 
Central’, alongside the name change a new website, social media pages and community survey 
were launched.   The aim of this branding was to increase awareness of community safety and the 
work of the CSP whilst enabling our residents to provide feedback on community safety issues and 
having an influence on the work of the partnership. 

Website & Social Media  
The Safer Central website was launched in July 2018 and provides visitors with an overview of the 
work of the CSP and acts as a signposting tool, providing links to relevant 
partners and support agencies.  

In May 2018 Safer Central launched on social media sites, with accounts 
now on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. In the last 12 months we have 
increased our followers on all accounts significantly and are reaching 
approximately 40,000 social media users each month and regularly have 
residents contacting us through our social media flagging issues or 
making enquiries. 

Safer Central Survey  
Our resident’s views are very important to us, so as well as analysing data and consulting with key 
stakeholders, we make sure that the views of our community are understood and addressed. The 
Safer Central Survey is open all year round, is quick and simple to complete and provides the 
opportunity for residents to share their thoughts on crime and community safety issues in their 
area.  

In 2020 we made a real effort to increase the number of residents our survey reached. As well as 
using online communication methods such as emails, websites and social media we have also given 
hard copies to a number of community areas such as local leisure centres and libraries, have 
provided each Town and Parish Council in the area with an online virtual copy to share as well as 
offering to provide hard copies. The pandemic has significantly impacted the number of face-to-
face community engagement events we could attend, so this year for the first time we have also 
hand delivered copies of the surveys to resident addresses. By early December 2020, we had 
received over 2100 completed surveys, an increase of over 170% when compared to 2019.  

 

What we will do in 2021-2024 

• We will continue to develop our social media content and increase our followers and will 
continue to increase the number of residents with whom we can share our community 
safety messages to. 

• We will continue to look for further opportunities to share our survey with residents, and 
we aim to see the number of completed surveys increase each year. 
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What you told us 
 

The 2020 survey results suggested that community 
relationships in Central Bedfordshire continue to be 
positive. 93% of respondents feel that people in 
their local area get on well, which is a 5% increase on 
2019. There was also an increase of 8% this year in 
respondents who felt that people in their area trust 
each other.  

 

37% of you told us that you felt that crime had 
increased in your local area, which is down from 
71% in 2019. The majority of respondents felt 
that crime levels had stayed the same, with just 
3% feeling that crime had actually reduced. 

 

The survey asks residents to choose what they feel 
are the top three crime concerns in their local area, 
49% of you said that drug use and drug dealing was 
the biggest concern, 48% said burglary and 43% said 
vehicle crime. These figures are not unexpected, as 
drug dealing is a very visible crime and burglary and 
vehicle crime both tend to have a financial and in 
many instances emotional impact. 

 

The survey asks similar questions in respect of 
anti-social behaviour too. This year 41% of you 
feel that ASB has increased in your local area, 
which is down from 65%, 42% feel that levels 
have stayed the same with 4% of you feeling it 
has reduced.  

 
 

When asked for your top three ASB concerns, 
59% of you said fly-tipping, 44% said dog 
fouling and 41% said nuisance motorcycles.  
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What we will do in 2021-2024 
 

Top 3 Crime Concerns – drug dealing, burglary and vehicle crime 

• We will make drug dealing and drug use a priority for the CSP for the next three years. 
Not only is it our residents’ number one concern, but drugs are also the driver for the 
majority of burglary and vehicle crime offences  

• We will look to place additional resources in identified hotspot areas to offer assurance 
to residents along with crime prevention advice  

• All agencies will continue to work in partnership to tackle these issues   

 
Top 3 ASB Concerns – fly tipping, dog fouling and nuisance motorcycles 

• We will continue to respond to reported fly-tips, and use enforcement opportunities 
where possible  

• We will continue to raise awareness with residents on how to responsibly dispose of 
waste  

• We will look for crime prevention opportunities in identified hotspot areas for nuisance 
motorcycles  

• We will continue to raise awareness of the laws regarding off-road motorcycling 
• We will continue to use enforcement opportunities where motorcycles are causing a 

nuisance and riders can be identified   
• We will raise awareness of the Public Space Protection Order, which includes dog control 

measures with our residents, highlighting the legislation regarding fouling by dogs  
• We will seek to regularly engage with dog owners, offering advice and reminding them 

of their responsibilities  
• Where engagement has not worked, we will use the enforcement opportunities 

provided by the Public Space Protection Order 

 

 
 

We will increase 
our 

communications 
with our residents 

We will use a 
variety of tools 
and methods to 

delivery key 
messages

We will seek 
opportunities to 
directly engage 

with our residents 

We will listen to 
our resident’s 

concerns 

We will continue 
to promote the 

Safer Central 
Survey 
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Safer Central Priorities – 2021-2024 
 
How we decide 
The CSP Strategic Assessment is an intelligence led process that identifies key crime, disorder and 
ASB issues affecting the residents of Central Bedfordshire.  It considers what needs to be achieved 
to help improve community safety, including how the local community can feel assured and 
confident that their concerns are being addressed. 

Part of the Strategic Assessment process involves horizon scanning12 to understand the overall 
community safety environment, both locally and nationally and any changes or issues that could 
affect community safety in the next few years.   A variety of sources of information are used in the 
process including new/amended legislation, government publications, research publications, local 
or national plans, trends in community views and local and national policies and strategies. 

To ensure a targeted approach, a risk matrix is used to identify the most significant community 
safety issues in Central Bedfordshire.  It uses a variety of data sets to identify the great demands 
and considers the harm to individuals, the community, the environment and the economic and 
financial implications.  The likelihood of each issue is also considered in terms of the frequency and 
volume.  

By using the matrix and the results of the Safer Central Survey we can identify those issues which 
are high risk as well as addressing public perceptions on crime and community safety.   

The process has identified there are two priorities for Safer Central for the next two years and has 
identified one emerging issue: 

 

Priorities 2021-2024 
 

Priority One Identifying and disrupting County Lines/drug dealing and cuckooing   

Priority Two Raising Awareness of Domestic Abuse  

Emerging Issue  Cybercrime   

 

 

 

 

 

 
12 Horizon scanning – a formal process of gathering, analysing and sharing information to support decision making  
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Priority One – Identifying and disrupting County 
Lines/drug dealing and cuckooing   

 

 

County Lines is where illegal drugs are transported from one 
area to another, often across local authority boundaries, 
although not exclusively, usually by children or vulnerable 
people who are coerced into it by gangs. The ‘County Line’ is 
the mobile phone line used to take the orders of drugs. 
Importing areas (areas where the drugs are taken to) are 
reporting increased levels of violence and weapons-related 
crimes as a result. 

A common feature in County Lines, is the exploitation of young and vulnerable people. The dealers 
will frequently target children and adults, often with mental health or addiction problems, to act as 
drug runners or move cash around. 

People exploited in this way will quite often be exposed to physical, mental and sexual abuse, and 
in some instances will be trafficked to areas a long way from home as part of the gang’s drug 
dealing business. 

As we have seen in child sexual exploitation, children often don’t see themselves as victims or 
realise they have been groomed to get involved in criminality, so it’s important that we all play our 
part to tackle County Lines. 

Cuckooing involves forcing or coercing vulnerable people 
into their homes being used for storing and/or selling 
drugs or other forms of criminal activity. Victims of 
cuckooing are often subjected to physical, mental and 
sexual abuse and may also be used to traffic drugs from 
different locations. There is a risk of serious injury or loss 
of life for victims of cuckooing.  Victims can often appear 
complicit, but their consent is highly questionable. Victims 
are often vulnerable due to alcohol or drug misuse, age, 
mental health issues, disabilities and physical health 
problems. Victims often do not see themselves as 
vulnerable and can often end up homeless after being 

forced out, or by leaving out of fear for their safety. 

In Central Bedfordshire it is hard to know the exact number of drug dealing lines we have, however, 
we do know that we have a number of gangs who deal drugs and who are exploiting our young 
people. In the last 12 months Central Bedfordshire Council have identified over 90 properties 
where cuckooing was suspected and we also know from our resident’s feedback that drug use and 
dealing is their number one concern when it comes to crime in their local area. 
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The issue  

• County Lines relates to the supply of Class A drugs (primarily crack cocaine and heroin) 
from an urban hub into rural towns or country locations.  This is facilitated by a group 
who have developed networks across geographical boundaries to access and exploit 
existing drug markets. 

• It is estimated that there is at least 100013 County Lines across England and Wales using 
over 2000 deal line numbers. 

• County Lines encompasses a range of issues which post a threat to the community 
including; the exploitation of children and adults, cuckooing, human trafficking, drugs 
supply and violent crime. 

• The criminal exploitation of children is common in both county lines and drug dealing.  
• High levels of violence are associated with County Lines nationally, including the use of 

weapons to threaten and intimidate. 
• The cross-county nature of County Lines means that it is an issue affecting multiple 

police force and local authority areas. 
• Our residents tell us that drug dealing is observed frequently across Central Bedfordshire 

and is an issue of high concern. 
• Cuckooing involves forcing or coercing vulnerable people to allow their homes to be 

used for storing and/or selling drugs.  Common vulnerabilities include those who misuse 
drugs or alcohol, elderly, those with mental health issues, disabilities or physical health 
problems.  Victims often do not see themselves as vulnerable and may be receiving 
payments or substances in return for the use of their property. 

• Nationally cuckooing was a feature of 77% of County Line offences.  Cuckooing offences 
have been identified in Central Bedfordshire. 

• As with many forms of exploitation, CSE is a hidden and under-reported issue, and the 
increased number of identified cases is strongly linked to improved awareness, insight 
and professional curiosity. 

• Knife related incidents are strongly linked to County Lines, Organised Crime Groups, 
Serious Youth Violence and CSE. 

• A key barrier is often children do not see themselves as victims or realise they are being 
groomed. 

What we will do   

• We will work with partners to ensure that frontline staff across the Partnership are 
trained on the early identification of potential victims. 

• We will raise awareness with professionals and the community on how to spot the signs 
of potential exploitation, how to report concerns and what support services are 
available. 

• The Partnership will work together to ensure that information is shared on current issues 
in a timely manner to ensure a fast response to known issues. 

 
13 NCA (2019) County lines drug supply, vulnerability and harm 2018 
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• Deliver a robust communication plan, using a variety of communication tools and 
methods to raise awareness both County Lines and Cuckooing 

• Implement a Pan Bedfordshire ‘Cuckooing Procedure’ which ensures the early 
identification of those at risks and safeguards accordingly  

• We will map service provision, identify gaps and look for opportunities for additional 
service provision  

• Will encourage our residents to share information about local concerns  

Outcomes 

• Earlier identification of those who are vulnerable  
• Earlier intervention with those who may/are being exploited  
• Earlier access to relevant support services  
• Strengthened partnership relationships and enhanced partnership working  
• Targeting resources and support services to areas who need additional support 
• Earlier identification and intervention should reduce the demand on public services 
• Improved public confidence  
• Increased feeling of safety 

 

 

Priority Two – Raising awareness of domestic abuse    
 

Domestic abuse can take on a wide variety of forms including physical violence, degrading and 
coercive behaviour, economic control, stalking and harassment and online/digital abuse.  Domestic 
abuse is an extremely hidden and under-reported crime, with police recorded crime data only 
scratching the surface of the actual number of incidents.  

Domestic abuse affects a disproportionate number of women, but anyone can be a victim. It is 
estimated that around 2.1 million people in England and Wales suffered from some form of 
domestic abuse in 2017-18, this equates to approximately 26% of all women aged between 16-59 
and 15% of all males.  

 

The issue  

• One in four women will experience domestic abuse in their lifetime, and each week in 
England and Wales two women will be killed by a current or former partner. 

• Nationally, there are 2.4 million victims of domestic abuse each year in those aged 16-74 
years. 

• In Central Bedfordshire, there has been a 17% increase in the number of police recorded 
domestic abuse crimes in the last three years. With 2703 crimes recorded between 
October 2019-September 2020. 

• Three quarters of victims in Central Bedfordshire are female, just over half are aged 
between 25 and 44 and 57% are White Northern European. 



 

16 
 

• In Central Bedfordshire the number of domestic abuse cases reported to the police has 
doubled.  

• In Central Bedfordshire, the percentage of high-risk domestic abuse crimes has 
increased, suggesting an elevation in the seriousness of the domestic abuse reported.  

• The 2020 Safer Central survey showed that 59% of respondents were unaware of how 
much a problem domestic abuse was, with only 10% thinking that it was a big or 
moderate problem                                                          

• In 2016/17 nationally, 13 men died at the hands of their partner or ex-partner. 
• On average a UK police force will receive 100 calls per day reporting domestic abuse.  
• In England and Wales, approximately 85,000 women and 12,000 men are raped and 

nearly half a million adults are sexually assaulted each year.  
• 1 in 5 women aged 16-59 have experienced some form of sexual violence since the age 

of 16. 
What we will do   

• We will work closely with the Bedfordshire Domestic Abuse Partnership (BDAP) and CBCs 
Domestic Abuse Corporate Board to deliver community safety actions. 

• The CSP, working closely with others, will look to identify opportunities to raise 
awareness within marginalised groups and look to increase reporting and access to 
support services.  

• We will ensure that all opportunities to raise awareness are used, including Community 
Safety events. 

• We will support the work of BDAP and ensure that any campaigns are promoted through 
the community safety network.  

• The Partnership will use its established relationship with Town & Parish Councils and 
other community groups to raise awareness of domestic and sexual abuse and the 
support services available.  

• We will review and update all CSP Domestic Homicide Review procedures and policies.  
• We will work with the Bedfordshire Domestic Abuse Partnership to extend their DA 

Responder Scheme. 

Outcomes  

• Earlier identification of those who are vulnerable  
• Increased reporting  
• Earlier intervention with those who are vulnerable 
• Earlier access to relevant support services  
• Strengthened partnership relations and enhanced partnership working 
• Implementation of learning from Domestic Homicide Reviews 
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Emerging Issue  
 

The United Kingdom is a digitalized society and is considered to be one of the world’s leading digital 
nations. With increasing reliance and use of digital devices globally, cybercrime has become a 
national security issue. Internationally, cybercrime, is rising in volume and is becoming increasingly 
complex in nature. Identifying and disrupting cybercrime can be particularly challenging for law 
enforcement agencies.  

Cybercrime is the overarching term for different types of crime, which take place online and/or 
where technology is used. Cybercrime is any criminal act dealing with computers and networks. 
Cyber-dependent and cyber-enabled crimes are very closely linked but are distinct forms of criminal 
activity which come under the umbrella of cybercrime. 

The number of cybercrimes increased slightly during the pandemic, with it also having an impact on 
the type of cybercrime that was committed. Crimes such as online shopping fraud increased 
significantly as larger volumes of people turned to purchasing items online.  Email phishing has also 
increased during the pandemic, with many of the emails using COVID-19 as the hook to draw 
people in, for example offering home test kits or facemasks. 

 

Cybercrime  

Includes  

• Cyber-dependent crimes – where a digital system is the target as well as the means of 
an attack. These include attacks on computer systems to disrupt infrastructure and 
stealing data over a network using malware. The purpose of the data theft is usually to 
commit further crime  

• Cyber-enabled crimes – existing crimes that have been transformed in scale or form by 
their use of the internet. The growth of the internet has allowed these crimes to be 
carried out at an industrial scale  

What we know 

•  Cybercrime is significantly under-reported and therefore, the true scale and impact is 
not possible to assess 

• The Office for National Statistics (ONS) suggests that people are more likely to become a 
victim of cybercrime and fraud than any other type of crime  

• ONS estimates that there were 1.6 million computer misuse offences in the year ending 
June 202014 

• Between April 2019 and March 2020, a total of 741,123 crimes were reported to Action 
Fraud15, with total losses amounting to £2.2 billion 

• Recent data suggests that Fraud and Computer Misuse have increased by 4% in the last 
year 

 
14 ONS (2020). Crime in England and Wales: year ending June 2020 
15 Action Fraud is the UK’s national reporting centre for fraud and cybercrime – www.actionfraud.police.uk 
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• Almost a third of all crime in England and Wales is believed to be fraud. Cyber enabled 
crime accounts for 88% of frauds.16 

• The possible exploitation of children and young people through the internet and the 
general safety of children online continues to be an issue of concern, especially since 
young people are spending more and more time online since the pandemic. 

• Online crime in Central Bedfordshire has been increasing over the last few years. 
• COVID-19 has changed the nature and the opportunity for cybercrime to take place  
• Cybercrime is strongly linked to both of the identified priority areas for 2021-24. 
• Cybercrime is highly preventable, and Central Bedfordshire residents are able to take 

easy steps to protect themselves from becoming victims  
 

What we will do 

• We will raise awareness of cybercrime and how to protect yourself from being a victim  
• We will run awareness and communication campaigns to promote how to stay safe 

online, how to identify issues and where to support  
• Working with the Safeguarding Children Board and CBCs Children’s Services we will 

promote online safety with our young people and parents  
• We will continue to deliver the “Friends Against Scams” campaign, to professionals, 

community groups and residents  
• We will support Bedfordshire Domestic Abuse Partnership with tackling the online 

element of domestic abuse  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

16 Bedfordshire Police – Serious Organised Crime Profile 
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SaferCentral Website 
www.safercentral.org 
 
SaferCentral Email 
community.safety@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Facebook 
@safercentral  
 
Twitter 
@safercentral  
 
Instagram 
@safercentral  
 
Safer Central, Community Safety Partnership, 
Central Bedfordshire Council,  
Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands,  
Shefford, Bedfordshire, SG17 5TQ 

SaferCentral Community Safety Survey: 
https://www.safercentral.org/community-safety-survey/ 
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